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Port of New Orleans CEO to Receive Eugene J. Schreiber Award at WTC Gala 
Gala to be held on Friday, November 18, 2016 

 
New Orleans, LA- The World Trade Center of New Orleans today announced this year’s recipient of the Eugene J. 
Schreiber Award as Gary LaGrange, President and CEO of the Port of New Orleans. Mr. LaGrange will be presented 
with the award at the annual Louisiana International Trade Gala on Friday, November 18

th
, 2016 at the National WWII 

Museum.  
 
"Throughout his career, Gary has shown exemplary leadership and commitment to the growth of our ports and 
maritime industry. Louisiana’s international business community has benefited greatly from his efforts at the federal, 
state, and regional level,” said Dominik Knoll, CEO of World Trade Center of New Orleans. “Gary is more than 
deserving of this recognition and we are honored to present him with this award." 
 
Gary LaGrange, who announced recently that he will retire in 2017, has served as the President and CEO of the Port 
of New Orleans since 2001, where he has overseen record expansion at the Port while overcoming tremendous 
adversity. During Mr. LaGrange’s distinguished tenure, the Port of New Orleans has become the number one port for 
logistics in the United States. Under Mr. LaGrange, the Port has seen the investment of $500 million in infrastructure, 
including opening many new critical terminals. Mr. LaGrange will be leaving on a high note. Port revenues have 
reached record growth for the fourth straight year, while the Port passed the half-million container mark for the first 
time and surpassed 1 million cruise passengers for the second straight year.  
 
In addition, Mr. LaGrange has led the Port of New Orleans through the unprecedented aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, managing to start operations again a mere two weeks after the catastrophe. His leadership was essential to 
restoring the regional economy in the wake of the greatest natural disaster in American history and allowing New 
Orleans to recover and prosper. 
 
Mr. LaGrange has long been recognized as a leading figure in the maritime and trade communities. He currently 
serves on the Board and Executive Committee of the Waterways Council, Inc. and National Waterways Conference, 
of which he is a past President. He is on the Board of the Gulf Ports Association of the Americas and serves on the 
Executive Committee of the Transportation Research Board. Mr. LaGrange also serves on the Board and 
Transportation Committee of the World Trade Center of New Orleans. Among his many accolades, Mr. LaGrange 
was named to the International Maritime Association Hall of Fame at the United Nations in New York and the National 
Rivers Hall of Fame in Iowa. He is the past chairman of the American Association of Port Authorities and serves on 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s Advisory Council on Trade and Transportation. Mr. LaGrange was also 
recently appointed to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Transportation System National Advisory 
Committee. 
 
The Eugene J. Schreiber Award was established in memory of the late Eugene “Gene” Schreiber, who served the 
World Trade Center and Louisiana community for over 30 years. The Schreiber Award honors an individual who 
demonstrates exceptional knowledge and leadership in promoting international trade policy for the benefit of the State 
of Louisiana. Previous recipients of the Schreiber Award include former Senator Mary Landrieu, Congressman 
Charles Boustany, Jr. MD, and the Hon. James Coleman, Jr. CBE.  
 
Information on purchasing tickets, tables, and sponsorship can be found at www.wtcno.org. You may also contact 
Jessica Steverson at (504) 529-1601 or jsteverson@wtcno.org. 
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About the World Trade Center of New Orleans 

The World Trade Center of New Orleans (WTCNO) is the strongest international business organization in the Gulf 
Coast region, consisting of 1,000+ companies as well as high profile individual members. This membership base 
represents a diverse group of industry leaders, companies, professional organizations, and government institutions 
that include manufacturers, energy, agriculture, maritime, digital media, foreign consulates, and other interests. In 
2015, member organizations were able to significantly contribute to the state’s record-breaking exports, the total 
value of which exceeded $49.1 billion. This strong international organization creates a variety of opportunities for its 
stakeholders with the objective to add wealth to its community as well as create jobs through international trade and 
related services while fostering business and economic development by engaging in allied activities. For more 
information, please visit www.wtcno.org. 
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